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Under federal law, a formal review process exists for wind energy projects to ensure they do not pose a hazard
to the operation or mission of a military base. These existing processes are carried out by the Department of Defense
(DoD) and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), who facilitate collaboration between the military and wind project
developers to ensure maximum safety and military preparedness, while supporting landowner rights and
economic benefits for Texas communities.

ERCOT Military Notification

Say NO to Setbacks

The Advanced Power Alliance is an industry trade association that promotes the development of advanced power solutions, such as 
wind, solar, hydrogen, and energy storage. The organization and its member companies are leading the effort to defend regulatory, 
tax, and siting policies that are equitable and technology neutral. Learn more at PowerAlliance.org or by contacting 
Judd.Messer@PowerAlliance.org.

Wind Energy & the U.S. Military

In Texas, a wind project developer must provide ERCOT with a signed affidavit stating they have requested DoD Siting Clearinghouse
review. With this military notification protocol, discussions between developers and military officials take place earlier in the process,
leading to improved communications and resolution of potential issues. The ERCOT notification policy was requested by Governor
Greg Abbott, and the Texas wind power industry supported the proposal during ERCOT’s approval process.

Texas military facilities are vitally important to the economy and our national defense; they must be protected.
So too should the private property rights enjoyed by Texas landowners. Setback requirements in state law would
likely constitute a regulatory taking under the 5th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and would include many areas
where wind energy production is already safely operating. State intervention, by way of arbitrary buffer zones, ignore the
pragmatic, well-established public policy that promotes responsible development and national security. 

                                                                            Each military facility and wind power project has unique, site-specific qualities and
must be technically evaluated on a case-by-case basis. To facilitate this, Congress established the DoD Siting
Clearinghouse in 2011, which was updated by the Trump Administration in 2018. This comprehensive review process
gives local military leadership an opportunity to review proposed wind projects, assess any impacts the
projects may have, and work directly with energy developers to secure mitigation measures if needed. 
Additionally, to secure project financing, each turbine within a wind facility must receive a “Determination of No Hazard”
from the FAA. During the administration’s rigorous assessment process, all federal agencies with radar assets and flight
operations, including DoD, are notified about the proposed development and can raise site-specific issues or object to a
project.

                                          State proposals with “buffer-
zones” have no scientific basis, deny energy
development rights to landowners without valid
reasoning, and ignore the fact that many wind
projects are already operating successfully near
military bases in a safe and compatible manner. An
example of this is shown in the table (right), which
represents the six wind projects within 65-nautical miles
of Robert Gray Army Airfield.

Robust Process Already in Place.

Lacking Justification. Name No. of Turbines Rated Capacity

Logan's Gap 87 200 MW
Flat Top 100 200 MW

Priddy Project 62 302 MW
Goldthwaite 86 141 MW

Mills Co. 33 Unknown
Lampasas Co. 9 Unknown

Wind Power Facilities Near Robert Gray AAF
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